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HOUSE BI LL 2401

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Mourris and B. Sullivan

Prefiled 12/30/2005. Read first tinme 01/09/2006. Referred to
Comm ttee on Technol ogy, Energy & Comruni cati ons.

AN ACT Relating to developing regional conpacts for siting
transm ssion lines; adding new sections to chapter 80.50 RCW and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. It is the intent of the legislature to
create a regional process for siting of new transm ssion |ines that
cross state borders in order to encourage neighboring states to act
regionally when proposing new transm ssion projects. This regiona
process will facilitate the siting of new cross borders electrica
transm ssion lines by providing a "one stop" licensing process. This
act calls for the creation of an interstate body to govern the
agreenent and activities between the states.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 80.50 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A multistate council nust be established by conpact and be nmade up
of at least three adjoining states, including Wshington. The
mul ti state council nust coordinate and oversee the process of siting
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transm ssion lines that cross state borders as permtted by the
nati onal energy policy act of 2005.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 80.50 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The multistate electrical transm ssion siting council may review,
certify, and permt siting of transmssion facilities, including
facilities in national interest electric transm ssion corridors that
are not on property owned by the United States.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 80.50 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The nmultistate electrical transmssion siting council wll:
Specify the conditions of construction and operation; issue permts in
lieu of any other individual state or |ocal agency authority; and
manage the environnental and safety oversight prograns of transm ssion
i ne operations.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 80.50 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The multistate electrical transm ssion siting council consists of
a chair and council nenbers. The chair nust be nomnated by the
counci | mrenbers from anongst their nenbership, and be approved by the
governors of each participating state. Counci | menbers nmust be
representatives fromthe follow ng state agencies or their equival ent
from each participating state: The departnment of ecology; the
department of fish and wildlife; the departnent of natural resources;
t he departnment of conmunity, trade, and econoni c devel opnent; and the
utilities and transportati on conm ssi on.

~-- END ---

HB 2401 p. 2



	Section 1.
	Section 2.
	Section 3.
	Section 4.
	Section 5.

